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Section A: READING 

[30 marks] 

 

I. Read the TWO texts below and mark your responses in the answer sheet. 

[Note: There will be TWO similar texts for a total of 30 marks.] 

TEXT 1 

1 Grammar is important, but most of the time, in most parts of the world, people probably  

teach too much of it. I think we can identify a few reasons for this.  

2 Asked why he tried to climb Everest, George Mallory famously replied, ‘because it is 

there’. Some teachers take this attitude to the mountain of grammar in their books: It’s 

there, so it has to be climbed. But the grammar points in the course book may not all be 

equally important for a particular class.  

3 The book may have been written for students with different purposes, studying in a 

different environment, perhaps with different native languages and different problems. It 

may have been designed for learners with more time to spend on grammar than they do 

today. The book may simply have been written by a grammar fanatic. It is important to 

choose grammar points relevant to students’ needs, rather than blindly going through the 

syllabus from left to right.  

Now answer the questions below:                                                                        

1. The writer quotes George Mallory in order to explain 

A. how vast the area of grammar is. 

B. why grammar teaching is challenging. 

C. why some teachers teach grammar. 

D. that grammar is not for everybody. 

 

2. In the line, ‘The book may simply have been written by a grammar fanatic’ (paragraph 

3), the tone of the writer is: 

A. sad but objective. 

B. serious yet passionate. 

C. humorous yet matter-of-fact. 

D. critical but sympathetic. 



SECTION B: GRAMMAR 

[30 items : 30 marks] 

II. Identify the error, if any, in the sentences below and mark the answer in your answer 

sheet.                                                                                               

1. Having become thirty / he feels that / his footballing career is over. / No error 

         A            B                  C          D 

2. Diabetes are an illness / caused by too much sugar / in the blood. / No error 

              A                B             C      D 

 

SECTION C: VOCABULARY 

[20 items : 20 marks] 

 

III. Choose the best option to complete the sentences.       

1. The task of ___________ a programme utilizing peer teachers and lay assistants may 

at first appear overwhelming. 

A. organization 

B. organizing 

C. ordering 

D. classifying 

 

2. Another activity for the most proficient students that can be __________ to various 

age groups is acting out roles of characters from literature. 

A. adopted 

B. attractive 

C. adaptive 

D. adapted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECTION D: DISCOURSE COMPETENCE 

[10 items : 20 marks] 

 

IV. The six sentences in each set below make up a paragraph. The first and the last 

sentence are in the correct order. Reorder the remaining four sentences P, Q, R 

and S to complete the paragraph.                                                               

 

1.  S1  England has a remarkable history of accent variation.  

(P)  A rough estimate is that, in the countryside, we encounter a noticeably different 

accent every twenty-five miles or so.  

(Q)  City accents are rather different; there we can find dozens of accents packed into a 

very small space.  

(R)  There are over 350 language communities in London, for instance, and in each case 

the immigrant’s ethnic language is combining with the local varieties of English to 

produce new accents.  

(S)  In Liverpool, it is the same, but on a smaller scale.  

S6 You can hear the Caribbean accent there now, as well as Hindi, Italian, and a 

few more.  

A) PQRS  B) PQSR C) RPQS D) RSQP 

 

2.  S1    A woman who fell from a cliff into the sea while trying to rescue her dog said 

that a pod of dolphins saved her life. 

(P)  Ramsey, a 5-year-old Cocker Spaniel, ran into the water chasing seagulls, but began 

to struggle against the tide and couldn’t make it back to shore. 

(Q)  Gitsham followed him along the shoreline, scrambling up a cliff face to keep him in 

sight.  

(R)  According to CNN, Karyn Gitsham was walking her dogs on the beach as she does 

every morning, when one of them got into trouble. 

(S)  Then, the retired police officer lost her footing. 

S6 “I just remember falling and I’m in the water and the waves were just pounding 

me up against the rocks and I could see him out there trying to get back in,” she 

said. 

A) PQRS B) RPQS C) PSQR D) RQPS 

 

____________________ 


