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Section I 

Answer any three (3) questions in 300 words each. All questions carry equal marks. Write 
the answers in the space provided after the questions.                              [3 x 10 = 30 Marks] 

1. ‘Akrasia’ and ‘Eudaimonia’ in Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics. 

2. Berkeley’s refutation of Locke’s concept of abstract general ideas. 

3. Camus’ conception of the absurd and his use of the Sisyphus myth. 

4. Kṣanabhangavāda and Madhyama-pratipāda in Buddhist philosophy. 

5. William James on the ‘will to believe.’ 

6. Kant’s idea of aesthetic judgement. 

 

Section II 

 

Answer any two (2) questions in 600 words each.    [2 x 20 = 40 Marks] 

 

1. Discuss the emergence of the “episteme” as a key term in Foucault's work, its place, 
and implications. It has been observed that Foucault later “abandoned” the project 
of archaeology and the analysis of epistimes for a more political understanding of 
historical inquiry in terms of Nietzsche's notion of "genealogy." Do you agree? Give 
reasons. 

 
2. In philosophical terms, what are the connotations associated with the term 

“aesthetic”? How would you define the nature and status of the aesthetic object, 
aesthetic experience, and aesthetic judgement?  
 

3. What are the main aspects of Viśiṣṭādvaita philosophy? How does Ramanuja’s belief 
in Satkaryavada enable him to refute Mayavada? 
 

4. In what sense is Marx's notion of history as "the history of class struggles" indebted 
to Hegel? How does Marx's formulation of the concept of struggle differ from what 
Hegel discusses in the Master/Slave dialectic? 
 

5. It has been observed that a careful examination of the Cārvaka school of ancient 
Indian materialism and skepticism could reveal certain analogous resonances with 
some of the principles and arguments formulated by David Hume. Do you agree with 
this view? What, in your view, are the points of convergence, if any, and of 
divergence, between the epistemologies advanced by the philosophers of the 
Lokayata school and Hume?  
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